ON SOME SIPHONAPTERA FROM ARGENTINA 
by 
Dr. Kart Jorpan, F.R.S. 


(With one text-figure). 


The specimens which form the subject of this note were sent to 
me by Mr. Julio Almanzor Rosas Costa, to whom! I express here my 
thanks. There are no new species in this small collection, but, what 
is more interesting, it contains the hitherto unknown male of Hec- 
topsylla stomis Jordan. The males of Hectopsplla are rarely obtain- 
ed, because they easily escape on account of their mobility, whereas 
the females are fastened by their proboscis to the skin of the host. 


1. — RuyncnopsyLia PULEX Haller 1880 
La Plata, off Myotis nigricans,3. VI. 1931 (J. A. Rosas Costa), 29 ọ 


In our «Revision of the Sarcopsyllide» (in Thomps., Yates & 
Johnst. Labor. Rep., VII. 1. p.58, 1906) we united Rhpnchopsvlla with 
Hectopsplla Frauenf. 1860. The fleas on which these two genera were 
based are indeed closely related, but Rhpnchopsplla pulex differs. 
from all the known species of Hectopsplla in the maxilla being long, 
narrow, pointed and curved backwards, and in the orifice of the 
spermatheca being ‘placed on a distinctly projecting cone (recalling 
to some extent Rhopalopspllus cavicola Woeyenb. 1881 and allies). 
Though we have received Rh. pulex from various places in South 
America, the male is still unknown. Perhaps Mr. J. A. Rosas Costa 
will be able to discover it. 


2. — HecrorsyLLA stomis Jordan 1925. (text. fig. 1). 
Pigüé, Prov. de Buenos Aires, off Lagostomus maximus, 5. V. 1928 
(Luis M. Bergna), 1 ¢ and a series of ọọ 
This is one of the species in which tarsal segment V bears only 
4 pairs of plantar bristles. The species was described from a series 
g of 9, and, thanks to Mr. L. M. Bergna and Mr. Rosas Costa, we 


20 Rev. Soc. Exromoréc. Arc. VOL: VI 


can now add the description of the 6, which is distinguished from 
that sex of the allied species especially in the sexual armature. The 
dorsal manubrium M: of the clasper (text. fig.) is pointed and 
curved anad; the ventral manubrium M? appears to be truncate, 
but I am not quite certain,, as the outline of this process is so- 
mewhat obscured in the preparation. The large flap P! of the 
clasper is longer than in any known species, being twice as long as 
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broad; its dorsal margin is strongly convex before the middle and 
slightly concave before the apex, which is in consequence a little 
turned upwards; ventral margin concave in the middle; along dorsal 
and apical margins about 20 bristles, all thin, about 8 of them 
longish; on the outer surface 7 lateral bristles nearly the size of 
the longest dorsal ones; on the inner surface numerous short bristles 
in the dorsal median half, 50 odd, the marginal and submarginal 
ones projecting beyond the margin, so that the flap appears dorsally 
more hairy than in our figure, from which the bristles of the inner 
surface have been left out. Both processes of the pincers (P? and F) 
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are slender, particularly P?. The distal dorsal portion of the ninth 
sternite (IX.st.) is sinuate apically, the upper lobe being rounded 
and the lower one incised with the upper angle slightly hooked; 
ventrally a thin bristle, near the middle of the side a patch of small 
ones (about 19) and towards apex a row of minute hairs; the 
lower apical sclerite of IX.st. widest in proximal half, its ventral 
margin gently concave from beyond the middle, the apex evenly 
rounded. Sternite VIII large (the apical margin evidently folded 
over in the specimen), its ventral angle strongly chitinised. 


3.— MaracorsyLLA acenoris Rothschild 1904 


Médanos, Provincia de Buenos Aires, off Zaëdpus pichyi, 15. XII. 1930 
(J. A. Rosas Costa), 2 9 9. 

This peculiar genus is only know from Argentine and South- 
east Brazil. 


